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These sounds: even in the haze.©

HKH N RRT AN XN =X XEVFRKEE Kidon ||

51

NI | -El ectronic Library Service



Mei sei University

Er-KIP R AEY [ mE XN - XN B | 2R

[3\]
e}

VL0 R0’ HRCAE (KM) U REShh=H—am
N LRIt 200°

fayunnnn
red everrrrrythinggg
umberrrrr whunnnn

Sometimes the sounds stopped. Sometimes he stopped.@
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But sometimes the sounds—like the pain—faded, and then
there was only the haze. He remembered darkness: solid darkness
had come before the haze. Did that mean he was making prog-
ress? Let there be light (even of the hazy variety), and the light

(&)

was good, and so on and so on?
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In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. And
the earth was without form and void; and darkness was upon the
face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the
waters. And God said, Let there be light: and there was light.
And God saw the light, that it was good: and God divided the light
from the darkness.
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“What is he eating?” Maxie asked, “A prune?”

“You never heard of the Galloping Gourmet? Why do you think he

was galloping?”” Norm looked at Maxie. Maxie wasn’'t smilling.
“You don't think that’s funny?”

“I don’t like prune joke.”

“You said prune. I didn’t say prune.”

“I said prune because it looked like a prune.”

“You should have said cherry. If you don’t like prunes, you should

have said, ‘What is he eating? cherry?”
“But cherries are red!” Maxie shouted.
“No, puts! Roses are red! Roses are red, violets are blue, I hope it’

s a prune and he shits on you.”
“Fuck you,” Maxie said.

(=

“Fuck you,” said Norm. [N N&—imM~ N\ 3t4E30]

[HER o]
The small boys came early to the hanging.

It was still dark when the first three or four of them sidled out
of the hovels, quiet as cats in their felt boots. A thin layer of fresh
snow covered the little town like a new coat of paint, and theirs
were the first footprints to blemish its perfect surface. They
picked their way through the huddled wooden huts and along the
streets of frozen mud to the silent marketplace, where the gallows
stood waiting. - o |

The boys despised everything their elders valued. They scorned
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beauty and mocked goodness. They would hoot with laughter at the
sight of a cripple, and if they saw a wounded animal they would

(12)

stone it to death.

[XEE ]

I had a violent Head-ach and, altho’ there was only a small fire
in the Closet, I was feelling unnaturall hot and walk’d out into
Scotland-Yard; I knew that others imployed in the Office might
stare at me, for I am an Object of Ridicule to them, and so I
hasten’d my Steps to the Wood yards next the Wharfe where, since
the Work mem were at their Dinner, I might walk silent and
unseen. This being the middle of Winter, and a strong Wind blown
up, the River was pretty high for this spot and the Water was at
times like to start a second Deluge while, on the Side opposite, the

(=)

Fields were quite darken’d as if in a Mist.
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It was one of those perfect, deliciously warm Saturday after-
noon in April, when the air on your cheek feels like silk, and you
want to stay outdoors forever. It had been a long, sunny day, and
driving across the Golden Gate Bridge at five o’clock, into Marin,
it took Page’s breath away as she looked across the water.

She glanced over at her son, looking like a small blond replica
of her, beside her, except that his hair was sticking up straight
where his baseball cap had been, and there was dirt all over his
face. Andrew Patterson Clarke had turned seven the previous
Tuesday. And just sitting there, relaxing after the game, one could
feel the strength of the bond between them. Page Clarke was a
good mother, a good wife, the kind of friend anyone would be
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(&) Vladimir Nobokov “The art of translation” (1941) from Reuben A. Brower(ed.) “ON
TRANSLATION” (Oxford University Press 1959)
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