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Abstract

Thoughts on the Education of the Okayama Clan: With a Focus on Comparing the
Shizutani School and the Okayama Clan School

08SK1003 Naoki Tomioka

Introduction: The Perspective of This Study
The Shizutani School of the Okayama clan was established as a local school operated by

the clan, where commoners in the clan would study. This study explores how the
Shizutani school was established and maintained from the three perspectives of “the

” «

body and the education”, “media history”’, and “local and central”.

Chapter 1: The Background of the Shizutani School Founding

Ikeda Mitsumasa opened a clan school in 1669 (9”‘ year of the Kanbun era). Entrants to
the school were mainly limited to children of the clan master, but it does not mean
commoners were not allowed to study there. As to educational institutions for
commoners, a facility for village disciples learning to be justice officials was founded in
1967 (7th year of Kanbun), and a facility training commoners to become domain officials
was founded in 1968 (8th year of Kanbun). Money for these schools came from the
clan, and at the schools’ inception, maintenance and management costs were also
borne by the clan. These initial schools were then integrated with the Shizutani school
in 1675 (3™ year of the Enpo era).

Chapter 2: A Comparison of the Shizutani School and Okayama Clan School
Commonalities between the Shizutani school and the Okayama clan school include
places for learning and facilities for feeding students adjoining the schools. In the clan
school, the eating hall became the place for learning penmanship, while in the
Shizutani school penmanship was taught in the auditorium, which adjoined the serving
room. Seating at the clan school’s eating hall tables was at times determined by
learning achievements, and students acted as servers. The curriculum included “boiling
tea”. The Shizutani school record notes that students also warmed themselves with tea
by the serving room fire in between learning in the lecture hall. Both schools would use
these areas for penmanship, which was likely due to the need for water.

When comparing the activities of the two schools, the clan school was segregated into
commoners and clan masters. The clan school allowed students to separate them by
ability and compete among themselves. Various subjects were taught at the clan
school, and it is also notable that no one formally entered the clan school from other



fiefdoms. The Shizutani school, on the other hand, had several distinct characteristics:
a) The school had elementary students participating in lectures; b) Students staying in
boarding houses were required to study night and day of their own accord, c) Students
commuting to the school were recommended to take on house chores in order to
practice their filial piety, meaning this system allowed for students flexibility as to how
they learned; and d) The school accepted students from other fiefdoms; and e) most
students attended for between one and two years, a shorter period than students in
the clan school.

Chapter 3 The Education of the Shizutani and Clan Schools as Seen in Their Library

When comparing the libraries of the Okayama clan school and the Shizutani school, we
see that the clan school had many volumes on diverse subjects, and acted as a central
repository for Okayama. Compared with the Shizutani school, the clan school had a
great deal of poetry and literature, which gives one an idea of the importance of poetry
as an accomplishment for warrior pupils and masters. Knowledge was also imparted,
by which we can see that the education was for both the spirit and body of the warrior.

Historical subjects were well represented in the Shizutani school library. The Shizutani
school had more volumes per student, and, based on the presence of many varieties of
dictionaries, we can see that independent learning was emphasized there. While there
were few volumes on miscellaneous topics in the Shizutani school, their content was
diverse, and included such subjects as the Chinese philosopher Wang Yangming as well
as anti-establishment views on the then-Japanese Government policies. With this, we
can see that students in the 19" century were more able to freely and broadly study
thinking and ideas around the end of the Shogunate.

When we examine the topics of volumes in the Shizutani school library in the early
modern period, we find such things as trends of Japanese thinking and education at
that time. In other words, we see that the library covered each time period as
appropriate, and not just the neo-Confucianism that was in vogue when the school was
founded.

Chapter 4: School Management

The Okayama clan school and Shizutani school faculty and students both had
limitations in their public education and discord between the commoner teachers and
clan students. As to limitations of public education in the early modern period, there
tended to be stricter rewards and punishments given in accordance with the demands
of a meritocracy. There were also issues of weakened relationships between the school
and the community.



Conclusion

As seen from the characteristic of “the body and education”, the education provided
by the Shizutani school had students competing on the learning they acquired rather
than scores and ability. The educational institutions of many commoners in Japan back
then would focus on the universally practical subjects such as reading, writing, and
arithmetic, while the Shizutani school would make its focus on concepts that all should
acquire very significant. Thus the Shizutani school combined life and learning. The
divine and the popular were completely separated in location and scheduling when it
comes to study; however, both parties served to raise awareness of each other by
virtue of their close proximity. The shrines, auditoriums, the Ikeda memorial, libraries,
alcoves, drinking rooms, stone walls, gates, boarding houses, and natural woodlands all
emphasized a co-existence, and time divisions of day and hour increased the desire for
learning.

The next thing learned form the library of the Shizutani school was that the thinking
and ideas that changed over time were reflected in the school itself. On the other hand,
it is deeply significant that the school was situated in a region called Shizutani
(“peaceful valley”), and the books on the philosophy of Wang Yangming left behind at
the school are back in demand after more than 150 years.

The third lesson learned is the relationship between local and central. Those hailing
from wealthy local farms could forge a path towards becoming doctors, reading
teachers, or faculty through their desire for learning. In actuality, however, faculty
coming from wealthy farms at the clan school would deal with the hardship of teaching
the children of clan masters. Further, adverse effects accompanying the increasing
demands of a meritocracy include such public education issues as rewards and
punishments, and weaker relationships between communities and schools.
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