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It is not clear how Mr. Abe, the leader of the Liberal Democratic Party of Japan,
might modify the apologies, but he has previously made no secret of his desire to
rewrite his country’s wartime history. Any attempt to deny the crimes and dilute the
apologies will outrage South Korea, as well as China and the Philippines, which suf-
fered under Japan's brutal wartime rule. / Mr. Abe’s shameful impulses could threaten
critical cooperation in the region on issues like North Korea's nuclear weapons pro-
gram. Such revisionism is an embarrassment to a country that should be focused on

improving its long-stagnant economy, not whitewashing the past.
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