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Abstract

This essay i1s regarding to Taiwan “History Statement,”
especially about school history textbooks’ subject matters and
the transformations of statement. History education is an
important subject of citizens’ fully comprehended a country’s
development, the efforts of forerunners, and the traits of culture.
Also, it might bring a huge effect of citizens’ self-acknowledge
and identity that should be taken seriously.

The conformation of public awareness is a major topic of
national education nowadays; consequently this awareness is
highly interdisciplinary to historical consciousness. Benedict
Richard O’Gorman Anderson had pointed out that people are all
“Imagined Communities.” This 1magined communities’
compositions are “created tradition” and “history which is made
in particular way,” which strengthen both the public awareness
and the solidarity of the community.

Nevertheless, this essay takes a point from Taiwan, which
1s governed by several foreign regimes. Those foreign regimes,
took over Taiwan, indoctrinated their own culture and history
into Taiwan through education, and substituted original
Taiwanese self-cognition. In addition, those authorities had the
power to make-up history; they also inculcated Taiwanese
royalty, made their administration rational and legal.

Under Japanese colonization, Japan government brought
modern and new public education system into Taiwan, the
history education 1s to cultivate the relationship between
Japanese and Taiwanese, therefore, only the selected part

associated with Japan has become a limited historical narrative.
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In 1945, Chiang Kai-shek failed the China civil war,
occupied and moved his regime to Taiwan, and made Taiwan as
a lodgment area to retake People’s Republic of China. He
controlled the education system and media to get Taiwanese
brainwashed into believing that Chinese nationality more, to
emphasize his regime seem to be legible for a long term.

In 90s, democracy developed gradually in Taiwan, the
martial law was removed in late 80s. However, the content of
all textbooks still maintained in a brainwashed form, in this
situation, Taiwanese historians who concerned the public would
confuse their self identity said “Frankly, education is an
important link to innovate our community. Yet the removal of
martial law did not make any progress in our education,

elementary and secondary education might be an obstacle to

reform our society.” “To make Taiwan as a normal country,
normal education is necessary.” “Taiwan itself is the major of
history.”

Take a look Taiwan previous history textbooks, there is
only four point three percentage of content which reference to
Taiwan. Eventually, the authority used “Understanding
Taiwan” as textbook in 1997. Moreover, this article confers the
manipulation of Taiwan history in present education system,
and analyses the background of Taiwan history transformation,

clarifies “Imagined Communities.”
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