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Return Loan Word“Xianfa“:
a Case Study Based on the Perspective of Sino-Japan Cultural Exchange

Cuixuesen, Zhaohaicheng

Abstract: The return loan word “xianfa” ,as the meaning of “law” or “statute”, can be found in
Chinese classical literature. The contemporary definition as “basic law” or “fundamental law” was
primarily used by a modern Japanese translator Masaaki Hayashi in 1872. “Kenpo” became a fixed
translation for the English word “constitution” around 1881 in Japan. Wang Tao, a modern Chinese
thinker, used the contemporary meaning of ”xianfa” initially in his work A Revised Brief History
of France in 1889. The time when the word “xianfa” completed its transformation of the meaning
from ancient to modern times was during the Reform Movement of 1898 to 1906 when Qing gov-
ernment announced its Preparation for Constitutionalism. During this period, the translation of Meiji
Constitution and the related translation works played a crucial role. In this regard, the process of
the transformation of “xianfa” can be considered as a process of cultural exchange between China
and foreign countries, especially Japan. The return loan words eventually brought their new life in
modern Chinese language.

Key words: return loan words, constitution, lexical history, cultural exchange

RSO EE REZ “ =30 R 2017 FEREEZHEIH 15 5 Bl Tz RS
TCAR R AT ———— DA H GRS S0 “ PRk - BIH 95 - WI135-26)



