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At a west of England hotel at which I was staying, a waiter
came up to me with a half-finished packet of ommmwwﬁmm, and
said : ‘Are these your cigarettes, sir ? (One’s Habits)
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No man can shave every morning for twenty or thirty years
without learning something. Even if he is too lazy or too incom-
petent to shave himself, and submits himself to barbers, he
can hardly escape learning something about human nature by

()
the time he is middle-aged. (A Sermon On Shaving)
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There is, I am told, no greater happiness known on earth than
that of a father who, after a party to which his children’s
school friends have been invited, can lie back in his chair and
tell himself that he did not behave so badly after all. It is always
pleasant to pass an examination, but there is no examination
which it is a more blessed relief to pass than an examination

()
by one’s children’s friends. (The Shy Fathers)
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It is the efficiency rather than the inefficiency of human mem-
ory that compels my wonder. Modern man remembers even tel-
ephone numbers. He remembers the addresses of his friends.
He remembers the dates of good vintages. He remembers ap-
pointments for lunch and dinner. His memory is crowded

with the names of actors and actresses and cricketers and foot-
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ballers and murderers. (Forgetting)
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The commonest form of forgetfulness, I suppose, occurs in the
matter of posting letters. So common is it that I am always re-
luctant to trust a departing visitor to post an important letter.
So little do 1 rely on his memory that I put him on his oath be-
fore handing the letter to him. As for myself, any one who

()
asks me to post a letter is a poor judge of character.
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Apart from this, it is surely better for a child to learn to associ-
ate work with enjoyment than with money-making. (Pocket
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Money)
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On the other hand, it may be argued that the present under-
mined state of my character is due to the fact that, as a child,

(=)
I was given money for nothing.
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The only thing I can say in favour of an indulgent distribu-
QOBA wﬁ pocket money is that it makes a child temporarily
happy.
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There is much to be said against spoiling children by over-
indulgence, but it seems to me that if you want to give them
a high opinion of human nature, the best thing to do is to be-
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gin by giving them money.
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As evolution advances, no doubt, we shall hear of the braces-
fly and the belt-fly, the shoe-fly and the shirt- mumovmsa man,
proud man, will be forced into nudism. (Unpopular)
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And, what is a particularly agreeable part of the story, Signor
Mussolini, for all his fierce reputation, issued an edict that, in
the country of St. Francis, the lives of the swallows were to

be respected, and that the fugitives must not be shot or cap-
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.Emm@ in order to be made the ingredients of ‘swallow pie.” (Swa-
llows)
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Though the evidence in regard to the matter is conflicting, it

is still possible to ﬁmw:ﬁ&b that human beings are the most cha-
rming of the animals.
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A friend of mine declares that, on the first occasion on which
he saw Hamlet from a seat in the gallery, the hoarse whisper
of an orange-seller went on through the entire performance,
so that Hamlet’'s most famous soliloquy was turned into a
duet. ‘“To be or not to be: that is the question,” said Hamlet. ‘Or-

anges, sweet oranges, three a penny, whispered the boy with
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the basket. ‘Whether ‘tis nobler in the mind to suffer, The
slings and arrows of outrageous fortune, Or to take arms
against a sea of troubles. And, by opposing, end them, con-
tinued Hamlet. ‘Oranges, sweet oranges, three a penny’; the

(=
whisper insinuated itself into the pause. (The Orange-Eeater)
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Savonarola would never have become an immortal figure if
he had not been indifferent to beautiful ornaments. Garibaldi
would never have liberated Italy if he had not been indiffe-
rent to comfort, safety, and even the pleasure of being alive.
All the great men of history have been indifferent to much
that their fellow-human-beings treasured. Nihil humanum—is
there a single man of genius from Diogenes to Mr. Bernard
Shaw who could have honestly taken that text for his motto ?
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(Indifference)
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My heart leaped up when I beheld through them something
even dmzmmm than a rainbow—the print of a newspaper. (With-
out Glasses)
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‘You won't say anything to the boss, he said. ‘Nasty touch of in-
fluenza. Been trying to cure it. Get into trouble if you say any-
thing.” I looked at the razor and spoke, like Harold, King of

=
the English, under duress. ‘Right, I said.
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