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sense of humour. The Consular Service is ill paid, and she was dressed always
very simply ; but she knew how to wear her clothes. She achieved an effect of
quiet distinction. I should not have paid any particular attention to her but
that she possessed a quality that may be common enough in women, but nowa-
days is not obvious in their demeanour. You could not look at her without be-
ing struck by her modesty. It shone in her like a flower on a coat. (p. 80)

() He handed the chain to Mr. Kelada. The Levantine took a magnifying glass
from his pocket and closely examined it. A smile of triumph spread over his
smooth and swarthy face. He handed back the chain. He was about to speak. Sud-
denly he caught sight of Mrs. Ramsay's face. It was so white that she looked
as though she were about to faint. She was staring at him with wide and terri-
fied eyes. They held a desperate appeal ; it was so clear that I wondered why
her husband did not see it. (pp. 83-84)

() The lives of most men are determined by their environment. They accept
the circumstances amid which fate has thrown them not only with resignation
but even with good will. They are like street cars running contentedly on
their rails and they despise the sprightly flivver that dashes in and out of the
traffic and speeds so jauntily across the open country. I respect them; they
are good citizens, good husbands, and good fathers, and of course somebody
has to pay the taxes; but I do not find them exciting. [ am fascinated by the

men, few enough in all conscience, who take life in their own hands and seem
to mould it to their own liking. (p. 8)
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(=~) From his windows which overlooked the Bay of Naples, with the noble
shape of Vesuvius changing in colour with the changing light, Mayhew saw a
hundred places that recalled the Romans and the Greeks. The past began to
haunt him. (p.1D)

N

() That vast accumulation of klowledge is lost for ever. Vain was that ambi-

tion, surely not an ignoble one, to set his name beside those of Gibbon and Momm-
sen. His memory is treasured in the hearts of a few friends, fewer, alas! as the
vears pass on, and to the world he is unknown in death as he was in life. (p.
13)

(=) I knew Salvatore first when he was a boy of fifteen with a pleasant, ugly

face, a laughing mouth and care-free eyes. (p. 56)

(Z) What did he care when he was going back to the little island he loved so
well and the girl who was waiting for him? (p. 58)

(=) He was terribly unhappy, but he did not blame the girl. A fisherman's life is
hard and it needs strengh and endurance. He knew very well that a girl could
not afford to marry a man who might not be able to support her. His smile
was very sad and his eyes had the look of a dog that has been beaten, but he
did not complain, and he never said a hard word of the girl he had loved so
well. (p. 60)

{(Z) Assunta was a grim-visaged female, with decided features, and she looked
old for her years. But she had a good heart and she was no fool. I used to be
amused by the little smile of devotion that she gave her husband when he was
being very masculine and masterful ; she never ceased to be touched by his gen-
tle sweetness. But she could not bear the girl who had thrown him over, and not-
withstanding Salvatore's smiling expostulations she had nothing but harsh
words for her. (pp. 61-62)

() TIstarted by saying that I wondered if I could do it and now I must tell you
what it is that  have tried to do. I wanted to see whether I could hold your atten-
tion for a few pages while I drew for you the portrait of a man, just an ordi-
nary [talian fisherman who possessed nothing in the world except a quality
which is the rarest, the most precious and the loveliest that anyone can have.
Heaven only knows why he should so strangely and unexpectedly have pos-
sessed it. All I know is that it shone in him with a radiance that, if it had not
been so unconscious and so humble, would have been to the common run of
men hardly bearable. And in case you have not guessed what the quality was,
[ will tell you. Goodness, just goodness. (pp. 63-64)
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