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MR EEX LT AALRIIEAOLAZHIEICHES L, WADOMIRICHE KA 28
MOO—7ORVPHELEHLESHL 2L FEd, ZOFFICILTBW . KBIELA, B
RPN T 2 A ITHEOANY K54 F TSI Z oz, fiIiEw-L ) EHEnTEFD
Bxnie, P EEZED, BOHWAEWROMI )Rz R RbE, Lt Vi
EEEZT, FOEICEDLDNLLHFAVINEAZ B LTz, WIZIRAZYGONT Rtz
ZFT VW T Wz, L Vi, IXRTPEHRD O TRV L oz, BKk%E
HMOTLL 0720 I N Doz EH. TNTBRIARESLEREREFEZZEIITL
nN572%59,

4. {EmiE

ﬂ

[FREZETAAN] &, eV VOBBE» IO WX EZB LI > 722 ADFEH.
Loy, ay b7y K (cottonwood) DARDTTES7FFTEL R->TWD
HRERDOITBEZADSIT S, FLTIEY—7F - F¥ 7 (sheep camp) L) EH
AWELNTEY, ZICHEAT Y LTy YOlGFEEZ LTW 22 &b h b, (GHE3) 3
WOAAIZTy by REFIZNTWEDE, YFFRY<F I VEDOKRT, 41
“Populus Fremontii” &9 o 28 L7 KREREIR TR R 2 EXKFEOELIZE L, 2o
HWEHKT 5 NIKERDTZOREFHREL LB SHEVIZOT, [KROK|(water tree) &9
v x—=—2bbb, TOLHITHLIPLEDS LTwWABARIE, B %2 FEERPLPHEADE
BICHW), REEO LS AW O F—F (KR NEEME-720. A 7+ V=7
DOEFHED LI M THEERBOOIIHWAZ9 72, RICIZEIERI DS, LIhbLHE
EIRTHEE L, BICAVREDO L) il A 23 50Tay by FEw I 40500
2EWwd, INaXYFF] R [RFF] L Vs FROE S TV AFELHHD, —2—X

FYaMIF2TY by FEdRE 5720, FFRICEB L TRIEIOANL DB OKREZIT
HE Xl WFEXREZ DT TRV, Y (FHEY)

ALK, T A D EAEHROEZREmAT ICE CEsNA 7T (arroyo) F2ET v a2
(wash) EIFIEN D [ANRS T Lo 2E] OROTFTTEL otz 7 —FD+H
DELBWEHTTETVSD, 2OT7aILZ0RMOTHLBITH S 25 HE
Pobhb, —a2—AFT i, ERBREOIEFID R VRN T, HHI BT O
ANHEONZH. BOHF IR 2 ITORMBRED . 71 IR KOEN S
b2 d b, NS R ENRMIZLAAAR, HTIIIKEZHREND S &
EONTVD, 20720, HIRIKOBRWEZATH Iy by FOKIEHD, WIHT
COWMEFHNIZE &\, EIRMATTH ) RAESESL COPENRNIZ 5720 HZ T
%, BHOY =, 703I2H5 [KOKR] LIFENLTY P Ty FOFTEL %o
TR, R TI ORI HICHELZ R TS Evw), T 7 uoit il iR
LTWwWbEFZAEAD,

ZANOFEFHIIHLOEE T BRICZITIED, T CICZEOBEICNA Y MEIL. FYE
O3y Oy &R B TEROBAEZHDITH HRELA-THIZH IKE2 My ET D
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ViE, TZTUDANAIZE S THEZHY T, RUZGOMTSH 5, P7EDTI VI,
BHERAZ Ty Vo (T)RORK) LedicEETs LT BEVOEFZYI. &
BEFL, T, EBICAETAHILETREMEMAG ) BB ) LR EM ST
Wdb ko ERIE, Zo3fE R — - Y A% —X (three sisters) EIFATREIIZLT
&7z WRERMEEIZD XK BT 5, ZOEMOHF TR, HRXOEHEIHS PryERa Y
O (corn meal). L4 V72 bBRTEEICERLEZD Y F 22— (beans). & L TH3E
DEXIZSADWHE EHIZHWIENSE A2 Ty ¥ 2Dt (squash flowers) & LT, #
NENPTHRICES L, 727 008G ) Eie2nwbDTHE I LR L EET
b, (7 6)

ZLTC, —HOBEBAEHRZLE, LEFVETKHRIZ [BLWE A, WELEITTL
REEvial LEVNTD, Ty ZIZBATTL AL OB AR E R TR S & ic

KWV, BEERDTOLEN, XD ETTIES TTL . [BLWE A, WELET
TSR] LI BEOBERICH S T2 700 REBIIOWTIE, ROETH ) —F
ALY BIFa25, 22T, 727 uofRRAMICH 20 M) v 7 HRIZOWTAH LA
HLTBLILILT D, 2= AFYaD19DTTTOIERLE LX) A MIOBAET
AL LTIEAH VT F—=X (HFLL ) 9 DOHEEH Y., FOWADOHEH
WBEYZHL, 7 —Fospi#is A%, 3t 7 (St Joseph) T, HFEKIZBEY 2H
bo T —FO5OHEZIISIEFIZETOLN S DN, SHEHITRMOBUEIVETOLNT
BHMEDO D OB ZDFEFHRINT VL, 77 —FDALXDBIZH MY v 7 DIREH G
TR T TUDOHETIEL - L BEBVI69IETH S, BHOBICHMANIZEF—T71F
77— - 7T 7 uME DY BRME ORMERRZ V20T, b STt
RAMRAEREL R Z B DR B &) (I 119) (FES5)

EWEBROHRT, 7 M)y 27HERZ T 7a0EFICBRMN &, Ml T T aoERD
HADES LAY ZHIBL, KUIHITTOEHETI, ZoEE,PS M5, Lol
RKELVFUVORVWYIERT AL, LA VS MicEE2 o 2 &R, I TEL &
S E VI HERRZ TRV ENDDDL, T4 74 BEANOREGERZE . [DIFBA
= ATy Y0Fr3ELR0ERVN]  (“You really shouldn’t allow him to stay at
the sheep camp.”) & BEHET LMK LT, LA i Tdw, 95 LEHAI(No, he
won’t do that any more.”) &®BIFA75T T, HAPTEL Lo/l ZELA TRV, ik
BT HHAETIE T LEEA] OEENERICRSD5 KL TIZEFIZHA LA
FAETAHEANTHY, LIV [BLWEARD I Y VOFITL 2 Lidhv] &&
ZATVWBDTHE, IEL A v OBREICHRE L, ThYLBANOERZ/-TABZ L
L, ROIFIZIIEAD —HICHENTL X IZEFEIMIT, LAV IIERTES
T o M Z 7T 7 UDERN G HETHELIED, LA VIZESsTIITKHRERZ E
HZOTHY., TTIHRE BT 2 CHRBANOEHN L HELEZ BT ETn5E, 202
LW, BEIIZ DD BH, MIIE b2 S WERICE o T,

Zo%, HXOHIED RS EDH, - HId8K  (holy water) ZHWTH 592
ZBOOE, L VAR s 2O =Ty Va—iE, LIy Mol
WO 2EFEDENC, LA YOHZBELT, FYRXMDOY YRV (symbols of the Lamb) #%
WAL THEEEDO TR, BARSM VEIEONZL W ER T L, AXS Y XELL
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ARN) Y 7 OREEZIIRTCELTLTEDOEWERZEWEZ S TWLEHICRZ
%o LA, TOHED FTIZ IS MALUCHE SR T S NIZMREOMH 2 IEFEICHEIL LD
DTHY, —HDOFTIZFEBEDOERH L & HI2, FFHVo HIhTwb, (BHEE)

ML, BADFEMOET A MY v 7 ORFE ) 2L CHEDOHEREZ L TLE -7
TLEZD, TV AYORDICIBL LI E LRV, LOIKGEE) 2y 2y
2Lt v iBo T #RMQITEKE R THEEDORIZR > TL DN, FZI1XET
TR AZRENIC LT, ABICTNIBADMIELRDIES ) LEaEI . SHORITITh
NTWEDIE, FIZBFEIHOBRY)OHICIEZ > TIThN T2 HEILE O TIE R W
Do BADHMEDIRD 2 LT, EIZINEEZHL3HOEXZHNITo TVDEDTIER VD,
EEEYDTH D, EADOMEDHNIC, A MY v 7 OFEALEETICEALZ T2 HVTIE
LWod, MZICIEZOEEFEFTE RV, KMITRWATFNS L HITEEL T K
2T, M2ERCILZH 1225755 HRHKIE, WK TRVWERRZPTTEE
N7ty KOMEBRT 2 77 0o RBIE . SBEPHD L OO 4D ) ZfFET 52 21X T
&9, ROOLNBFFICHAKEME, ZoOHEFo T,

—J. LA vid, HESEFER T L2 CEo e L, BARMVWTE 55722 LT,
BLWEAITESE [RELEE] 2HEATEITINSGESH, LEATVSE, BHOY
— Y CHRICEOI N2 &1 [WE] o200, ZZTIE [TKREREEZ]| 1ThoT
WL ZEIZHEALZV, i) RERONERELATZTODOANLN, A MY v 708K
WA % & HARICHEDOBERICIY) ANTWDE I ENb0 b, UL holtBAbEHDL
DHEDIVICLEEEH TV EDBBDOOFITEINLTVE, fiIXETTZTODAA
OBRIZFRLTEVDOTIE RO, 72 7o R, FFEE EKEDDRID
AP TETICRAEZR ML, T 7 uBEOMFIIH MY v 7 OWKEFIRIZHY
RAATLEILEEEDHOF v v TVHRTDH 5,

BB, COEMOBHEHERDYD Y= TLE PR ETFS [FWILEA | (blue moun-
tains) &3, T —FOLWHKICZNZ LY =T A ILURT, ZO/AETRIC,. 72 70%
BOETHZOMBOLEROEMTH LT 17— (Mt. Taylor) 2% 5, 20 A #IEHE
W2y —HICEERICEESR T LI o225 19784 [T XA - 4 V74 7 VEHH
H4eBl]l (The American Indian Religious Freedom Act) ASHIE S, BH &L LTHOR
BELAWEDOSNTE —FH, COBEMMNETY I VHILEZFHETAEX2H )., SO
B E A, 20094E 12T 4 7 — IUAMaR X b (a Traditional Cultural Property) @
FBEZZT, SLILFERICHIEOZNTAZ Loz LAL. 7T VEILOFERIEICHE
LCIE P2 7 S 2 WIRIASE WV T B, 7

RO, EBEWTEPINST 7 —F - 7T 70DBEDIZOVT, HXR
ATBLZEIT S, BHESHIOAEIHIIHOFEBRAOHIZITbNABEY X, #D
HEDIV L, FHERANOGEZ T F THERITE (procession) THE S, 7T FITEK
BEEINZHTERORMEIIBMAGEENTHRZMEZ L, ZOMT—HPE ) 2% 2L
THF BOBAMEEHRRGESTEDIDH ). HEATORETBEIO—HIKRD S,

—RA N Yy OFENMEL BEPLEVIHREZT LD, KEOFOELHE
DIFTIETZTUD) —F =72 L0350 EEE R L, FVABTHLTW 2, 7
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FHFETOMHI, FERBADBEERZL) —F =75 % BHIC, BHEROKERHICE
bETITbND, WOLHROPTHITFERANCTZTODELRMERY %2 R4,
KO %o%D) ZBHEETWE2D L) ZAREZZITHE LB, A M)y 70BA
G & FRRICHR N, ZONEEIC LIESH &0 2P 0w b K9 I2b /27

WO oHRIZid, AT YRy 7 70— IHLTHLZ2BPWOR Y 2, UV —F—ZHl
W R TRBEPHAII 2T 4 - F U AREEDD, AI2=T 4 - TV ADHD
Fid. ARAS VAoKELE T 70 DERN G EMiME HICOTF, ) —F =72 b DKRED
TERICEDETEREAZ L, K2 BALDLROHS, BN 22230 | 2 [Hn
W] 78 THhY, ThrkoMic [2RF5] 72012, BERVELITDRATVWED
72 w9, (Cajete 632)

IV BRI 2 REL GRS T TaDNb R LTz, Bih o
&‘7if%hfwt WCKELZENPDE LY, WERELELZ L D72 B MY Y

W LZRDOLBE WL TELT T ToOMELER, 2L T/ 7o bz REIC
iwxni%wbtﬁbUy7\%@W%#ﬁwﬁ%%#ﬁfﬁAﬁim@¢f\#ﬁﬁ
5 2 BOR SIS 5 L W) REXIZERITHN TV LD 2 & 72,

5. KEMDYEE

FTTIZBRR7Z2E I, IV —3ERIGEX 52D LI, DS unEs g
v, THEZEITSEAN] vz, ZoRBBIOMREIZIE, 20D VI —DHIZTT

WCLoh ) EMARINTWKEGEDSDZ 7T 7TuDMRBEDH L, ZZTlE. T
%[I%?h’(b\&b\ [827: /K DFE]) (Sacred Water 1993) &, [XET =] LwHyHT ¥ 4
PVOOWTWBEHME [ MV I HDEEMR] (The Turquoise Ledge 2010) ®HC, Y2
— RS L MEDOFHEO—IE I L7z,

[ BKOE] &, HEREICEDE, T60BIZESAKE [FEE D] (Almanac of the
Dead1992) #&EHE L7, KELZHHHEDRY EDICHIAEY Lz va—ns, Ao
FHA VP LETETHSTHRO T, K2ELEELAZHGSOFICLED D EZEH &, FfE
DOBREMRE LTHATLZ2b D728 v WHEWZKIZEDDLEER. T &R 5
FURFTOIFITLARED CHERBEHEXHO/, 0HIFEDOZy v/ HETH S, £
DFILIIH B DIFE2MT. FEY TEARVA, RIFVBRERE LTHIrESh72d0TH
%o RERCEFHIZEATA S 10BATOLE DD D O WISV I—BHE» G L
T ERKBLRKBOBHY OEEL T > T b, ABGAEICERISWTEINL BED
J&] T B L7727 A ) AR BT 2 HEBEICH & REE TIIHE 2 5 R CIEE)
EPHERE L TL DLV TFENR Y = 2R LV v a—i, [Ba K05 T 7
DT 5 LD BURT, i, FEARRERI L7z T7u, ZOBRBYHEALY
A fEaic, 2, W, K R OBHEYSE 2D CH5EHE > TWwWh,

BHOZDFHOMbL ) OFIZ, e KUWICT 27T 70 0EBFIZOWTOHFERD Y,
ZFITRELEHEICHTAMABIREN TS, FELOEH, AFHOWICERTNES L
BllZE L, TL o 2REOEDLDIZAALOBIL) 5L LT oA EHEDZ &,
BAEILA2HOREDEZ AL, P T ETEHEVW AV EFRBETOYF2—%3
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S TEMEINIZZ L, RAZZEDRZ ) LTHEMIZEE 2, L2 2o Tz e+
LT ERTHNIZOT, FELOEHPLHFIIHELRFIET, BnLlloZ idhna
by FLTEORIZ [EHEIEFRA-BOZE 2 RWIZE WV, BAOWE L >THESTET
<ap] Lo (16-17)

BRECHEOLNBKELHMERYICT AT 7T a0ES L EIZEBIC, %P TIREA 2K
$E%%ﬁ%%@ﬁﬁ%ﬂbhﬁ%n\&Kiéﬁ%%%%«@%&%%éo:l—x%

Wi, PIOFBREREITONI V) =T 4 - A MR, BESBRASORLE RS
Hn%@%%ﬂz77%x#%h T 7 —=FI2E Y 7 VL ORISR D B, VIV —

W ZDOFEOH T, BOMEDLVAWARETIY EIFC& 7z, AMZAKRRADOTTO
%@ko&ﬁofwékwﬁflfmwﬁﬁﬁ\%mmkﬁm%%%%éké\vw:—
DEFFICHRWELEZ B L TSI 2 ENTIE R bW EAS 9,

[P VIEDOHER] & 77 0O HAKEREEIT O KMICES LI 2R RH» 58
HFEFTEAIN—TIHKRKEAET VT, @fkzHinsT—~L (K&l TH5, [
ch] LETAEIMELDOLCBEEE, HARRIIH LD Z-L LTHELEIHICEw
IBEDNDEZTHEN, 75 VHADIMPICZFo L LTRBTEERRLOTIEIARL, &
LAZIHOHEHELRICIIHBERTREY D o 2 LT A S AR, HEICHE) RokE
kA, 987k F TH & 72O B At o (74)

BLEHOFEHICIE, 727 02EO LT HHAMOBHERZEPRIICL TS Mva
ADFEDH Do PIVIADHERIIIKPATRTHD I EEHo7zy VI —IF, IR LA
ﬁﬂt%%#%ﬁt%ﬁ‘:@E%*ko&ﬁb@&éﬁ%&ak%i\%ﬁ%ﬁh@t
EOHEHELLTHIIOFL L) Xl LIZBWwEEE, ZRIZHIZT V=) —
COBECDZDOTIE R, MVIFDOHLELEZAHIIKEDH 12D EMET 5,
(6)

INVIA—HEMEERL7:H 2 HOWMRFEEZMA L T8I H L, BIEESLTWET
VY HHoIDSD & T, HEHZEZR R, Z2ORNPEHVTWCLERTWZLED
L MORELENEALEABH L TS H T, —2D/NS LENKREONE 2 T
ERDVBOLZOPIEET), ZOELIICHAHENL YNV I—-DOFH ETHMINZKES S,
PR THDEZBE) L)IZFEs T T2 WIDTH L, FOZE2HBHREEOFEKE
il ZIEE LA, ENERVHED. IV I—IlHSORBREFES T,
ETNRTRICRLBTPCL o TIUREIZEIE %fﬁwukf Wz EFLE, A
SRENRL L) EHGOEETEEFED, IHEZELETHLE S T To 72 W IHEEE S
7oo VIVIA—IE, ZOE (BT LIRERLMZBIE, KUAKNZ L0 TELEL-T,
ZOEEEMLHITHEVTING] LHATYS, (BHET)

KEGOWIEZ, HEOEHEORTEABRLEEIDELLS, WAWALZI YT 7 AL
WCBWCEYMINTCTELDZEE ) 05255 - 72 T7ullHOBER)F - Av
v )V (Rina Swentzel) X, (Y FF - 70520 T, FELRHRL2HEIT L
19405FROTZTu DBV ZRD L H IZFE-> T2,

HDHHFRIAT ED, B2 RETFEEETOERGZENENPATHE L, B
T EEZRITZ5EIE. ETHHBW TR O, T AVF =i
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Il T Twh, HLOELFEIE, 77 unTEb 725050 42 DEFOF
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W [3v Y724 ZHNT—7 T 7 aRIEOWEE] (“Surviving Columbus: The Story of Pueblo
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“Laguna Fiesta with Eagle Dancers, 1951" “Laguna Buffalo Dancer, 1952"
by Lee Marmon by Lee Marmon
(Pueblo Imagination, p.79) (Pueblo Imagination, p.145)
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THE MAN TO SEND RAIN CLOUDS

They found him under a big cottonwood tree. His Levi jacket and pants were faded light blue
so that he had been easy to find. The big cottonwood tree stood apart from a small grove of winter-
bare cottonwoods which grew in the wide, sandy arroyo. He had been dead for a day or more, and
the sheep had wandered and scattered up and down the arroyo. Leon and his brother-in-law, Ken,
gathered the sheep and left them in the pen at the sheep camp before they returned to the
cottonwood tree. Leon waited under the tree while Ken drove the truck through the deep sand to
the edge of the arroyo. He squinted up at the sun and unzipped his jacket—it sure was hot for this
time of year. But high and northwest the blue mountains were still in snow. Ken came sliding down
the low, crumbling bank about fifty yards down, and he was bringing the red blanket.

Before they wrapped the old man, Leon took a piece of string out of his pocket and tied a small
gray feather in the old man’s long white hair. Ken gave him the paint. Across the brown wrinkled
forehead he drew a streak of white and along the high cheekbones he drew a strip of blue paint. He
paused and watched Ken throw pinches of corn meal and pollen into the wind that fluttered the
small gray feather. Then Leon painted with yellow under the old man’s broad nose, and finally,
when he had painted green
across the chin, he smiled.

“Send us rain clouds, Grandfather.” They laid the bundle in the back of the pickup and covered
it with a heavy tarp before they started back to the pueblo.

They turned off the highway onto the sandy pueblo road. Not long after they passed the store
and post office they saw Father Paul’s car coming toward them. When he recognized their faces he
slowed his car and waved for them to stop. The young priest rolled down the car window.

“Did you find old Teofilo?” he asked loudly.

Leon stopped the truck. “Good morning, Father. We were just out to the sheep camp. Everything
is O.K. now.”

“Thank God for that. Teofilo is a very old man. You really shouldn’t allow him to stay at the
sheep camp alone.”

“No, he won’t do that any more now.”

“Well, I'm glad you understand. I hope I'll be seeing you at Mass this week—we missed you last
Sunday. See if you can get old Teofilo to come with you.” The priest smiled and waved at them as
they drove away.

Louise and Teresa were waiting. The table was set for lunch, and the coffee was boiling on the
black iron stove. Leon looked at Louise and then at Teresa.

“We found him under a cottonwood tree in the big arroyo near sheep camp. I guess he sat
down to rest in the shade and never got up again.” Leon walked toward the old man’s bed. The red
plaid shawl had been shaken and spreads carefully over the bed, and a new brown flannel shirt and
pair of stiff new Levi’s were arranged neatly beside the pillow. Louise held the screen door open
while Leon and Ken carried in the red blanket. He looked small and shriveled, and after they
dressed him in the new shirt and pants he seemed more shrunken.

It was noontime now because the church bells rang the Angelus. They ate the beans with hot
bread, and nobody said anything until after Teresa poured the coffee.

Ken stood up and put on his jacket. “T'll see about the gravediggers. Only the top layer of soil
is frozen. I think it can be ready before dark.”

Leon nodded his head and finished his coffee. After Ken had been gone for a while, the
neighbors and clanspeople came quietly to embrace Teofilo’s family and to leave food on the table
because the gravediggers would come to eat when they were finished.
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The sky in the west was full of pale yellow light. Louise stood outside with her hands in the
pockets of Leon’s green army jacket that was too big for her. The funeral was over, and the old
men had taken their candles and medicine bags and were gone. She waited until the body was laid
into the pickup before she said anything to Leon. She touched his arm, and he noticed that her
hands were still dusty from the corn meal that she had sprinkled around the old man. When she
spoke, Leon could not hear her.

“What did you say? I didn’t hear you.”

“I said that I had been thinking about something.”

“About what?”

“About the priest sprinkling holy water for Grandpa. So he won’t be thirsty.”

Leon stared at the new moccasins that Teofilo had made for the ceremonial dances in the
summer. They were nearly hidden by the red blanket. It was getting colder, and the wind pushed
gray dust down the narrow pueblo road. The sun was approaching the long mesa where it disap-
peared during the winter. Louise stood there shivering and watching his face. Then he zipped up
his jacket and opened the truck door. “T'll see if he’s there.”

Ken stopped the pickup at the church, and Leon got out; and then Ken drove down the hill to the
graveyard where people were waiting. Leon knocked at the old carved door with its symbols of the
Lamb. While he waited he looked up at the twin bells from the king of Spain with the last sunlight
pouring around them in their tower.

The priest opened the door and smiled when he saw who it was. “Come in! What brings you
here this evening?”

The priest walked toward the kitchen, and Leon stood with his cap in his hand, playing with the
earflaps and examining the living room—the brown sofa, the green armchair, and the brass lamp
that hung down from the ceiling by links of chain. The priest dragged a chair out of the kitchen and
offered it to Leon.

“No thank you, Father. I only came to ask you if you would bring your holy water to the grave-
yard.”

The priest turned away from Leon and looked out the window at the patio full of shadows and
the dining-room windows of the nuns’ cloister across the patio. The curtains were heavy, and the
light from within faintly penetrated; it was impossible to see the nuns inside eating supper. “Why
didn’t you tell me he was dead? I could have brought the Last Rites anyway.”

Leon smiled. “It wasn’t necessary, Father.”

The priest stared down at his scuffed brown loafers and the worn hem of his cassock. “For a
Christian burial it was necessary.”

His voice was distant, and Leon thought that his blue eyes looked tired.

“It’s O.K. Father, we just want him to have plenty of water.”

The priest sank down into the green chair and picked up a glossy missionary magazine. He
turned the colored pages full of lepers and pagans without looking at them.

“You know I can’t do that, Leon. There should have been the Last Rites and a funeral Mass at
the very least.”

Leon put on his green cap and pulled the flaps down over his ears. “It’s getting late, Father.
T've got to go.”

When Leon opened the door Father Paul stood up and said, “Wait.” He left the room and came
back wearing a long brown overcoat. He followed Leon out the door and across the dim churchyard
to the adobe steps in front of the church. They both stooped to fit through the low adobe entrance.
And when they started down the hill to the graveyard only half of the sun was visible above the
mesa.

The priest approached the grave slowly, wondering how they had managed to dig into the
frozen ground; and then he remembered that this was New Mexico, and saw the pile of cold loose
sand beside the hole. The people stood close to each other with little clouds of steam puffing from
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their faces. The priest looked at them and saw a pile of jackets, gloves, and scarves in the yellow,
dry tumbleweeds that grew in the graveyard. He looked at the red blanket, not sure that Teofilo
was so small, wondering if it wasn’t some perverse Indian trick—something they did in March to en-
sure a good harvest—wondering if maybe old Teofilo was actually at sheep camp corralling the
sheep for the night. But there he was, facing into a cold dry wind and squinting at the last sunlight,
ready to bury a red wool blanket while the faces of his parishioners were in shadow with the last
warmth of the sun on their backs.

His fingers were stiff, and it took him a long time to twist the lid off the holy water. Drops of
water fell on the red blanket and soaked into dark icy spots. He sprinkled the grave and the water
disappeared almost before it touched the dim, cold sand; it reminded him of something —he tried to
remember what it was, because he thought if he could remember he might understand this. He
sprinkled more water; he shook the container until it was empty, and the water fell through the
light from sundown like August rain that fell while the sun was still shining, almost evaporating
before it touched the wilted squash flowers.

The wind pulled at the priest’s brown Franciscan robe and swirled away the corn meal and
pollen that had been sprinkled on the blanket. They lowered the bundle into the ground, and they
didn’t bother to unite the stiff pieces of new rope that were tied around the ends of the blanket. The
sun was gone, and over on the highway the eastbound lane was full of headlights. The priest
walked away slowly. Leon watched him climb the hill, and when he had disappeared within the tall,
thick walls, Leon turned to look up at the high blue mountains in the deep snow that reflected a faint
red light from the west. He felt good because it was finished, and he was happy about the sprinkling
of the holy water; now the old man could send them big thunderclouds for sure.

from Storyteller (1981), 182-186.
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