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“Treatment” of “Imperial Rescript on Education” in the
educational reform in occupied Japan.
—Using the angle of the political process-—
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W5,

Z OFEE IR DRIH O ERIT O ERSICBT 2 2T XY D SER,
B, AFHABICEEREINTND LV ) RTEROFANALLND, o, EREE
EDFRAWICBNT, #HERRETIE TERES L) EW0o THHIEMRICH D Lo
Lo2b, EEOHEHBEHEHICBWTUIABEABE O 2B L, TORICERAE R Thi
LE9ZFTDMENRHL L TWVDLRICHTHOERNBRNATND EHLDLRETEH I,

AT OBEFRE L) #8%, Lo X ) ICBERREEGm & WO CRERASD Z
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EEZ LD,

ATH OB R im L. 1945 (BEFn 20) 4 11 H 27 A XV BAs S 7255 89 W EE S
FlZBWTHEASNL TS,

1945 (BEF0 20) 4F 11 A 30 A ORGHEFEASFHEICIB VT, BTHEIZ, AERE"O LT OER
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HS B CIIBE BT 2HEEEO A2 FRES L TED DY, BIZWVDROTIER 0, U
FRICIX A GE R OBEE LA FEYE L, Aol ITBEEmOMZEN &2 FHEE Ly, KEMIC
BB T 22 B S L b L0 7 BHAM Bk, #HRBIaRN . LEFREZEX D
EATRICIRT & =S REIT. B THEREBIREERT 20 TH LN D22 HST=DTH
D ET. XERZBOAKER 720 Lo AMNBIC, BIEEMAOHBROME IR EH~DZ L %
B TRE2, HICHABRRIZEIANEE I EEN 2720 TH Y £9. & 2 TR
R HOZKBREFASNTUIEINE RS L&, ERFOARFCGEREICEMLEL
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B Lo bR D01, D TR BoEWbOR S 5 LRITE~TERD, £ 2 THRITES
DB EMEATEH L THE W EESDOTH Y 3203, IS CTHREERE NN G RE O
TEVAIT L2 s LTl 720

FRRO XD 7, HEWREUNOHEMLIEHTRETH D EoIboERITHR LT, milix
DT oIcEZELTWAE,
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SHOBSFTEICEZZET LRSI EZRITRLTREY £3 (0F) HITRZEDOE T ORUE
WA T—2 L o7 0 RofL & & SHEEREIC AT & £ UL IER ISR E & AR L E LT,
NSRBI RY CTREY T

ATEIE. 9, TEROBE] IZOWTIIEEA R LIZEE2ERX, /o, boEfMICBE T
e EZT T (BB IH EE ) ZSFRICHERICHE AN TR L 2Tz b s A
S ELZET, IZHUHITELTYH, IS HHECH L TUEDLDTIT SN ET A,
BEMEHGELY —EEELE LD E 0 HORSZLERLTED] LEEMEOEE
WZEEEHRA S5, £ LC, [#HEWEIL T HY L@y, BREESZED
MELNTHERYETLIINES, LR B ADIELE Z5Z LI THIEFICHE S HFE
272D TIRD ) OFEN, TH TR BN 72— I IHHFE O A 7 £ To3d Lo

Eot@ﬁ:Ai%mf%éJ&@&Tﬁ* EOHEICONEEEB LT, b
THAx PR THD T, AN2D20EEZRL, BIR7ED2ZEHRUTHLIN, ANT2DHD
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IHE LTS ERIZT 5, A, FER B R BE TiaEE S TR L CWHE
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DTHD,

BT OB EWFEEmIC OV T, T D% G 1945 (BEF120) 4 12 A 10 H DR THE
ZEE®, RO, 1945 (BHEF120) 412 A 13 HOEKE TEEZESCICBWTHEBR SN T
11\50

B2 HEEOYMBEBORICKT 28HE M L) —MiEiES & OB

AT CIRY BT 72 & 9l ERER & HIOPEZR O L BEE & LTl LWEE H#t
DVERRZATE 9 & SGHANEPI L7z 1945 (BF020) 4F 9 H . GHQ/SCAP I X % HHEKEIAD
RIS RSN 35,

1945 (40 20) 4F 9 H 22 A TR &7z CI&E 1X, [ B AT O =# 3 AL b & (Daniel
C.Holtom) OENEZFME L L THIBEDIEZMT 5, A4 b LAOEE TIXEE R
WTLLFO XIS TnDY,

The elaborate ceremonialism surrounding the reading of the Imperial Rescript on
Education should be eliminated. The rescript should be studied with a view to its
supplementation by a statement of the principles of democracy and internationalism as

well as those of ordinary Confucian ethics.

BEREOMFEZ Y T FORAEEAEEERIIRESNDLNE T 2, WEEIEH
DFEBOBERITINA T, RETH L EREROHEFIEIC L > THET 2 B Z Lo THES
NoHEXETHD

BN ANIHEEREEZ Y B FORATFERETE K (The elaborate ceremonialism) D
brE e REFR EEEROBFIIC L DMEE B & L7oF9E% CI&E I2E1E LTV 223,
TV N AOEEITE L ICHABTHES LB O TRV AICHEET ILERS D,

29 LIeaAn b AOER CIRE (ZE KR Z 5 2 T D DIZFATHIE R a9 % 1@

DISTEH BOERNEE TILPR) RIEICEHEORE L RITT Z LI DB S OEEDKE
1% 1945 (K% 20) 4710 A 13 HOMIEIZET 53— AEBREORZE I EZHT H L S
5,

L AT, 29 LT CIE N THREIDBIAS S MBS 12DV T, SCRA L2 0 B
BPE T o@m 2R L TW e rREME D & 5 3 4 2 if CIRE O H AR N &9 S22 H
ST FEARFERDPIE LICEARARRY NOHMD Z LN TE D,

FEARHRLCIE, 1945 (BEF020) 410 A 27 B25 29 HIZHT T, RO KL 9 Zeftalk 235%
STV BHYH,
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THZHER () BEEERICLD KV HREEE~, N ZHE & FEEORED 2 B
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B~ ZOP D AU AP LD BEFERIG L TR0 o~ & it
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Ik, MERERRICED X D,

FEARDBEEREICX L CRE N8 d 0 & CI&E S Sz dik, 1945 (IEFn
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FICLDMERSE _KERONREML SNEFICL D b D, fEfRaE. B
FATHIFEIC K o THBMNZSNTWDHIEY | 5 IRERE TL i IRE RTINS H
BROSTEFELED TEDOEERNR VB LTNDN, EOREBREO—DIZHER
REICKITT A2 OR®H S, AID, B RERE CIIEEWELOFBEOASLELERIET S &
DREEPAZH SN TV b DR, FERERUBITHIRS A TWLIHETH D, ZHIZHONT
X, N =Y OB LIS L A AT B 5%, Ll FEAH
FRONENDLIL, —H T, FAZE LI BARBUIY A R226 O & T b8 L Tz
REEB IR CE L O %,

I CHEREX, CI&E N COBERRE W ([T 28 & 2 A IR ARLZ @ L
THEPRNEETEM L CW-FETh D, ZiUd, CIRE WOk kT 5 L LY
BIZTEDN O B3> T D, CI&GE WEBDOERIZIE, 1945 (BEF0 20) 4F 10 H 27 HITAR—
TN RS> THELN T ZIREREN X A 7RI ST & Oftsn H 2%, FARD 1945
(FFn 20) 410 A 27 HIZ/3 A (William K. Bunce) X VRS 7=NEX, [FH I
HENTZAR—NVOE _RERODELE ST ERTEIXZRNEAS, ZL T, ZHUIEBIZ
ATHEICHRE SNz WS TR D,

MA T, ZHDNARBEEZBSOFEHR LY bR THLELEETH L,

Z D%, MERTOEEIIF—VOFLHN N APEET LHITRDHD, EOEET
X, AR Y . HEFRECET 2BEII ST\, UL, HERREY BT
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Bl 3 EE A HIZES - T 12 AR BRI ThIL TV S,

NRABRFZEES CHEWE ) st CEzoik, H—-5ERit s
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FT. BRE_SOBYIETIE, AERE

il

[ZOWVWTLITDO L Y IZREES TV,

N RAE R OARA D5 1811233k T
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P2 D b2 AlERE LT, R o & NEOSURIZ TR R S, 2123l
£V b SWE ARHIMED BRI EE < BB ORI ICRUE 3 2 & TR ORI LA & |
AR 2 TEIR U, AR AMED R E S > THE i & R 3k LIRS 2 2 8L
LCEOREL M L ZFHORITZRGHR, ARBMEORFAERENL Db E SN LH
L DTH D,

NRBE T EREEOME L MEH & BT LD, TR ERLIEEAERET 5%
HE T 25, ZNBARAE IRRAEORBRIZ200MHE 5D DTHD, bRBERHA
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HEOKRMZ AL, ARFEEDRICH DN REFEBRERE R HH, ZORMNEZET
Dz, SHAREBEITN T, ROMERAG M EMLT D Z L AEEIILETH S,
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ROREE E AR L. BROBELEED, HRIUBICEIRHR 2 ERAEE L, Z Oflcik-s
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C.Elimination of Shinto from the Education System

(1) W

(2) The Imperial Rescript on Education

(a)The 1890 Imperial Rescript on Education is one of the most significant and
influential documents ever issued in Japan. It has become the most important single
instrument for inculcating filial piety (a Confucianist touch) and loyalty to the Emperor.
It is treated with an extreme degree of reverence bordering on sacrosanctity, and its
reading in all schools on the Emperor Meiji’ s birthday is a deeply impressive ceremony.
Its influence upon impressionable youth is enormous. Through official interpretation in

works like Kokutai no Hongi, it has been used in recent years to proclaim the superiority
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of Japan over other nations and to assert a divine mission for the Japanese state

(b) It should either be superseded, amended, or reinterpreted by a new imperial rescript
expressly repudiating the ultranationalistic interpretation or be banished from the
schools. If the latter course were followed, the banishment should be accompanied by the
widest possible publicity explaining that such a move was dictated by the
ultra—nationalistic uses to which the rescript had been put by Shinto theorists and
militarists. This careful explanation would be required, according to several liberal
Japanese, because of the great shock its banishment would otherwise bring to the mass
of the Japanese people,who, it is asserted, are for the most part unaware of any
ultranationalist interpretation of the rescript and would consider its banishment a
direct attack upon the position of the Emperor.An attempt to secure an authoritative
statement from Japanese sources expressly repudiating the ultra-nationalistic
interpretation seems the better policy for the present. All persons who were in any way
responsible for writing the ultranationalistic interpretation into texts, teachers’
manuals, or other books, papers, or pamphlets should be excluded from public office.
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“Diet Told Rescript On Education Holds By Minister Tanaka”

Stand Clarified on Measure To Combat Degradation of Morals

The nation should abide by the Imperial Rescript on Education as long as it is not abolished,
asserted Education Minister Kotaro Tanaka yesterday as the Draft Constitution Committee
of the House of Representatives continued its article—by-article study of the proposed
statute starting from Article IX.

The Rescript on Education “has not been abolished fundamentally as yet” , Tanaka stated,
adding that he saw the need to put its spirit into practice. He continued that other
materials such as Japanese classics, the Bible and other religious books should be
utilized extensively to form the “basis” of education.

He made the statement in reply to Representative Kazuo Kato, Liberal who suggested that
the Government make clear its basic educational policy in regard to the degradation of
morals now being witnessed in Japan.

Kato then sounded the Education Minister’ s view on the “glory of the Japanese national
policy” as mentioned in the Imperial Rescript on Education, whereupon Tanaka said
considerations should be given both to the peculiarities of this country and universal
concepts of humanity. The “quintessence of national policy,” he declared, ought to be

evolved from a mixture of universal truth and Japanese tradition.
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The Cabinet must be made responsible to the representative legislative body. The
political and religious functions of the Emperor must become no more than a moral symbol.
His position must be similar to that of the British and Scandinavian Kings. In fact the
Emperor himself hopes that hisposition will be thus democratized

The feeling of respect toward the Imperial House is still strong in Japan especially
in rural district. This was proved by the way the war ended. Therefore the Emperor system
and the Imperial Household cannot be suddenly abolished without creating great confusion
within the country. The revised Constitution must prevent the use of the Emperor by
powerful groups. Sovereignty should rest nominally in the Emperor but actually in the
people. The power of the Emperor should be controlled by the Constitution and he should

be able to act only with consent of the Diet. He should not have any veto power.
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